
Chapter 10
Developing Frames



Key Skills & Concepts

● Understand the Concept and Uses of Frames in Web Pages

● Create a Basic Frameset

● Format Frames Within a Frameset

● Create Links Between Frames

● Nest Framesets

● Create Inline Frames

● Accommodate Non-Frames-Capable Browsers

Have you ever visited a web site, clicked a link within that site, and noticed after doing so 
that only a portion of the page changed? This type of web site may have been created using 

frames to let you see two different web pages at the same time. This chapter walks you through 
understanding what frames are and how they can be used in a web site, as well as how to 
format frames for your needs.

Understand the Concept and  
Uses of Frames in Web Pages

The use of frames on a web site is similar to a television set with picture-in-picture. While 
picture-in-picture enables you to watch two television programs at one time, frames in a web 
site enable you to view two (or more) separate HTML pages at the same time.

You, as the web developer, can specify where the additional pages appear on the screen—
in columns, rows, or a combination of each. For example, you might choose to load your site’s 
links in a column on the left side of the screen, and then load the actual pages of content in 
another frame on the right side of the screen. This group of frames is called a frameset.
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Each frame in the frameset displays a different HTML page, just as each picture on the 
television displays a different channel. What can sometimes become confusing is the process 
of keeping track of which page is displayed in which frame, as well as updating each of those 
pages—sort of like trying to watch two television programs at the same time. Throughout this 
chapter, I give tips on streamlining this process and keeping track of your frames.

In addition, this chapter addresses two different types of frames:

● Standard (anchored) frames

● Inline (floating) frames

Whenever you see a reference to the term frames, you can assume I’m talking about standard 
frames. When I delve into inline frames toward the end of the chapter, I always call them by 
that name to avoid confusion.

Q: Before we start… I heard frames are no longer used by professional web designers. Is 
this true? If so, why do you include them in this book?

A: I guess there’s really no way to beat around this bush . . . yes, it’s true. Frames have always 
received mixed reviews in the web community. And now that you can achieve the same 
results by separating content into divs and then formatting them with style sheets, the 
majority of web developers steer away from frames.

Even though frames are still supported by browsers, they can be difficult to style. 
This is because there’s no “legal” or official way to turn off all of the frame borders . . . 
something most designers want to do to achieve that seamless look.

While revising this book for its third edition, I decided to leave a somewhat scaled-
down discussion on frames in the book for those who have a real need for true frames. At 
that time, I wondered if the W3C would drop support of frames altogether.

Now, as I’m writing the fourth edition, I can tell you that the W3C has not dropped 
support of frames, but instead has given them their own spec (called XFRAMES) that now 
lives under the XML heading. I see no reason why frames can’t be used for sites in which 
CSS either doesn’t make sense or isn’t a viable way to achieve the desired results. In fact, 
while researching for this edition, I found a large number of sites that continue to use inline 
frames (which you’ll read about shortly) for most of their advertisements.

Having said that, keep in mind that frames may cause some trouble for users who wish to 
bookmark your site, and also for those entering your site through a search engine (they may 
not see all the “frames” if they come to a single page from a search engine). I encourage you 
to review this chapter’s information, as well as alternative methods (such as those discussed in 
Chapter 12), to determine the best solution for your particular needs.

Finally, if you find yourself maintaining an older web site that uses frames, I hope my 
inclusion of this section helps you keep your frames-based content fresh.

Ask the Expert



Browser Support for Frames
Just as certain types of television sets are capable of displaying picture-in-picture, certain 
browsers can handle frames. Netscape 2.0 was the first to introduce and support frames, 
but Microsoft quickly added support in its Internet Explorer 3.0 browser. But frames didn’t 
become an official part of the W3C’s HTML specifications until version 4.0, which meant not 
many other browsers supported frames at first. However, all current browsers not only support 
standard frames, but floating inline frames as well.

The major exception to this is browsers for handheld PDAs and web-enabled phones. 
These types of browsers have difficulty displaying frames-based sites, as well as any other site 
that relies on the display of lots of information at once. So if you do use frames on your site, 
you should still provide alternative versions of your web site for those people visiting with a 
non-frames-capable browser. You’ll learn how to do that at the end of this chapter.

Create a Basic Frameset
There’s a special type of HTML file for a frameset. Unlike the pages discussed so far in this 
book, a frameset page doesn’t have a body tag. This is because a frameset HTML file contains 
a set of instructions for the browser regarding how the browser window is broken up and which 
pages are loaded into each frame, or section, of the window. The following is an example of 
what a typical frameset looks like.

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Frameset//EN" 
"http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/frameset.dtd"> 
<html> 
<head> 
    <title>Frameset Number 1</title> 
</head> 
<frameset> 
    <frame /> 
    <frame /> 
</frameset> 
</html>

Instead of a body tag, frameset documents have opening and closing frameset tags that 
enclose the rest of the tags on the page. The difference is that frameset tags don’t enclose 
text, images, or other types of content as the body tag does. frameset tags only contain 
references to the individual parts that make up the frameset, using frame tags.

Several attributes are used with the frameset and frame tags that enable you to identify 
the content for the frames and customize the look of them.

Columns and Rows
You add the cols and rows attributes to the opening frameset tag to specify the size and 
location of each of the frames. Depending on the layout you intend to create, you might use the 
cols attribute only (for vertical frames), the rows attribute only (for horizontal frames), or 
both the cols and rows attributes for a mixed layout.

The frame tag is used to reference the HTML page that 
should appear in the frame (you can add a space and 
a forward slash to make it XHTML-compliant).

The DOCTYPE identifier is a bit 
different for frameset documents.

You must always close the frameset tag.



 

TIP
You cannot test your framesets without specifying pages to load in each frame. If you’re 
not ready to load real pages yet and only want to experiment with your columns and 
rows, create a blank HTML page called blank.html and use that as the content for each 
frame during testing.

<frameset cols="200,*"> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
</frameset>

Regardless of whether you’re using the cols or rows attribute, the value of each is 
specified as a pixel value, a percentage, or a variable (*). The first size (in this case, 200) 
corresponds to the first frame tag, the second size (in this instance, *) corresponds to the 
second frame tag, and so on.

When you use the asterisk to represent a variable frame size, the browser considers the 
total width of the browser window before subtracting any absolute frame sizes (which are 
expressed by pixels) to determine the variable frame’s size.

In the preceding example, the first frame is set to an absolute size of 200 pixels wide, while 
the second frame is variable (as denoted by the asterisk). If the browser window were open to 
600 pixels wide, the size of that variable frame would be 400 pixels (600 – 200 = 400).

TIP
As with tables, relative sizing (using percentages or variables) is preferred over absolute 
sizing if you’re trying to create a layout that expands to fill a variety of window sizes. 
Not all the frames need to be variable in size, though. You can mix fixed- and variable-
sized frames by using one or more columns of fixed size and one set to a variable (*) 
size that can expand and contract to fill the available space.

Columns Only
Using the cols attribute without the rows attribute will achieve a frames setup with columns, 
like the following.

<frameset cols="200,*"> 
    <frame src="page1.html" /> 
    <frame src="page2.html" /> 
</frameset>

This tells the browser the first frame should be 200 pixels wide.

This tells the browser the second frame should be 
whatever space is left over in the browser window.

The src attribute of the frame 
tag tells the browser which HTML 
page to load in that frame.



You can easily see the outline of each frame in this example because a border separates 
the two-framed columns. To add a third column to this frameset, you must add another width 
to the cols value in the frameset tag, plus another frame tag to specify the source for the 
third column.

<frameset cols="200,*,50"> 
    <frame src="page1.html" /> 
    <frame src="page2.html" /> 
    <frame src="page3.html" /> 
</frameset>

Rows Only
Using the rows attribute without the cols attribute will achieve a frames setup with 
horizontal rows, like the following.

<frameset rows="75,*"> 
    <frame src="page3.html" /> 
    <frame src="page4.html" /> 
</frameset>

Adding another comma and the value 50 
tells the browser to add a third frame after 
the second one, 50 pixels wide.



 

To add another row, the process is the same as adding another column. Commas separate 
the sizes of the columns and/or rows, and there is one size for each column or row. So, a layout 
with four equal-sized rows might be expressed like that shown next:

<frameset rows="*,*,*,*">

or like the following:

<frameset rows="25%,25%,25%,25%">

In both cases, the window is separated into four equal horizontal frames.

Mixed Layouts
You can use both the cols and rows attributes in a single frameset to combine a horizontal 
and vertical layout. The structure of a mixed layout can become tricky, but always remember 
you begin at the top and move from left to right, top to bottom, creating a grid of frames. 
Here’s an example with four frames, created from two rows and two columns:

<frameset rows="*,*" cols="*,*"> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
    <frame src="blank.html" /> 
</frameset>

NOTE
When you mix columns and rows in a frameset, you are limited to the same number of 
columns as rows. If you want to have a different number of columns than rows in your 
layout, you must nest frameset tags, as discussed later in this chapter, in the section 
titled “Nest Framesets.”



Because all the rows and columns are variable (denoted by an asterisk as the size), the frames 
in Figure 10-1 are all the same size.

Identify Frame Content
Once you have the structure of your frameset identified, you need to tell the browser which 
pages to load in each of the frames. Use the src attribute in the frame tag to do so, but 
remember, the top-left frame must be defined before moving to the right and down the page. In 
this example, I took the mixed layout from Figure 10-1 and reproduced it in an illustration to 
help determine which frames correspond to which HTML pages.

Figure 10-1  This layout uses both the cols and rows attributes to accomplish a grid-like 
structure of frames.
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frame C = triangle.html
frame D = diamond.html



 

This type of preparation can help when I code the frameset, working top to bottom, left to right.

<frameset rows="*,*" cols="*,*"> 
    <frame src="circle.html" /> 
    <frame src="square.html" /> 
    <frame src="triangle.html" /> 
    <frame src="diamond.html" /> 
</frameset>

The final output, shown in Figure 10-2, has each of the HTML pages appearing in the 
appropriate frame of the window, based on my illustration.

Figure 10-2  This frameset includes two rows and two columns, creating a grid of four 
frames. Each one contains a different HTML page.



TIP
To view the source of a specific frame, first click inside the frame you are interested in, 
and then choose View | Frame Source or View | Source depending on your browser. 
Or, right-click inside the appropriate frame and choose View Source.

When you look at this page in the browser, whose filename is frameset_shapes.html, it’s 
easy to forget that this screen (Figure 10-2) was created with five different HTML files (one 
for the frameset and four for the individual pages). If you need to make a change to any of 
these pages, however, you must

 1. Open the specific HTML file in question.

 2. Make your change(s) and save the file.

 3. Return to the browser and click Reload or Refresh. If the change you made isn’t readily 
apparent, try choosing File | Open or File | Open Page instead of Reload or Refresh.

Format Frames Within a Frameset
Now that you know how to define the structure of a frameset and identify the page content for 
each frame, let’s discuss how you can customize the look of the frames using several attributes 
of the frameset or frame tags.

Naming
The first attribute I discuss enables you to identify your frames with a name. This is important 
so that later, when you need to add a link to a page in one of the frames, you can tell the 
browser in which frame to load that link.

To name your frames, add the name attribute to each of your frame tags and specify a 
name that relates to the content of the frame. For example, if you used the left frame in a two-
column frameset for all your links, you might name that frame “links.”

<frameset cols="150,*"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" />

Then, if the right frame contains an introduction about your company, you might call that 
frame the “intro.”

    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" /> 
</frameset>

The concept used here is the same as when you link to sections within the same web page 
(discussed in Chapter 5). Before you can set up any links to it, you must first give the place 
you’re linking to a name. The process of creating links to these frames is discussed later in this 
chapter, in the section titled “Create Links Between Frames.”



 

Borders
If you refer to Figure 10-1 or 10-2, you can see, by default, that the browser separates each 
frame in a frameset with a gray border. At times, making those borders invisible might be 
necessary, giving the appearance of borderless or seamless frames. Turning the borders of 
frames off is similar to getting bifocal glasses that don’t have a line between the two different 
types of glass—the frames are still there, but you can no longer see the edges.

HTML 4.01 includes the frameborder attribute to alter the borders between frames. 
Setting this attribute to 0 tells the browser not to display the borders between the frames. The 
default value is 1, which tells the browser to go ahead and display the borders between the 
frame in question and any adjoining frames.

<frameset cols="150,*"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" frameborder="0" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" frameborder="0" /> 
</frameset>

The problem with this attribute is that some browsers don’t turn off all the border space 
when the frameborder is set to 0. Sometimes it may leave a gray or blank space between the 
two frames.

To eliminate the three-dimensional borders, as well as that leftover space (as shown in 
Figure 10-3), many developers use the border attribute, with a value of 0 in your frameset 
tag. Keeping the frameborder attribute in your frame tags helps to ensure your frames are 
border-free in the largest number of browsers.

Figure 10-3  The best way to turn off the space completely between the frames is to set both 
the border and frameborder attributes to 0.



The only drawback to using the border attribute in the frameset tag is this: it is not 
part of the official W3C specifications, which means your page won’t “validate” against 
those standards. However, in some circumstances it may be more important that your frames 
appear seamless than it is that they validate. As of this writing, though, there was no way to 
accomplish this task with CSS. In the end, you’ll need to weigh these odds and determine how 
best to proceed.

<frameset cols="150,*" border="0"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" frameborder="0" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" frameborder="0" /> 
</frameset>

NOTE
While the frameborder attribute is supposed to be used only in the frame tag (as 
shown in the preceding example), most browsers also recognize it when used in the 
frameset tag. This means you could use it once in the frameset tag instead of 
having to use it twice in each frame tag. Remember, if you’re trying to code according 
to the XHTML specifications, this work-around will not validate.

Margin Height and Width
In the last chapter, you learned how to adjust the space in between content in table cells and 
the edges of those cells using the cellpadding attribute. You can use the marginheight 
and marginwidth attributes of the frame tag to do something similar.

● marginheight Adjusts the space between the content of a frame and the top and 
bottom edges of that frame.

● marginwidth Adjusts the space between the content of a frame and the left and right 
edges of that frame.

Because most common browsers use a default margin size of about eight pixels, the text in 
each frame is indented that much from the edges of the browser. To see what I mean, compare 
any of the previous figures in this chapter with Figure 10-4, in which I changed the sizes of 
both the height and width of the frame margins. The code used to create Figure 10-4 is  
shown next.

<frameset cols="150,*"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" marginheight="20" marginwidth="0" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" marginheight="0" marginwidth="20" /> 
</frameset>

The left frame has a side margin of 0, causing the text to butt up 
against that edge. The top margin of the left frame is 20 pixels.

In the right frame, these values are switched.



 

You can also use style sheets to format the spacing and borders around frames. In particular, 
three CSS properties that we’ve already discussed can be used—padding, margin, and 
border-style. (See Chapter 4 for details about each of these properties.) In the following 
code example, both the frame and frameset tags are used as CSS selectors, to apply the 
padding, margin, and border properties to both tags on the page.

frame, frameset {padding: 0px; 
                 margin: 0px; 
                 border-style: none;}

TIP
While this will turn off the margins in and around the frames, there will still be margins 
and padding for the individual frames. To turn those off as well, add these properties to 
the style sheet affecting the individual pages displayed in each of the frames.

Scrolling
Whenever a page contains information that is longer than the current window, the browser 
includes a vertical scroll bar along the right side of the screen. Likewise, when information is 
wider than can be displayed, the browser includes a horizontal scroll bar across the bottom of 
the screen.

Figure 10-4  The marginheight and marginwidth attributes can be used to change 
the amount of indent in each of the frames.

marginheight = "20"

marginwidth = "0"



TIP
The scroll bar might be between 10 and 15 pixels in width, depending on the browser. 
Remember to allow room for scroll bars when allotting sizes for frames.

Using the scrolling attribute in the frame tag, you can force the browser to display 
or not display the scroll bars for each frame. Table 10-1 lists the possible choices for this 
attribute.

Resizing
By default, browsers give users the capability to resize variable- or relative-sized frames as 
needed. This is accomplished by clicking-and-dragging on a visible border in between the 
frames.

NOTE
Users cannot resize frames where the border is turned off, or on those that have 
absolute sizes.

You can click and drag the border to the left and right (if it’s a vertical border), or up and 
down (if it’s a horizontal border). When you do so, the mouse cursor changes to look like two 
little arrows pulling away from each other.

While this is a useful technique for many web sites, at times you might want to restrict 
users from being able to resize your frames. To do so, add the noresize attribute to the 
frame tag.

<frame src="links.html" name="links" marginheight="20" marginwidth="0" 
noresize="noresize" />

Create Links Between Frames
Whenever you use frames on a web site, you have to deal with the issue of linking between 
them. By default, whenever a user clicks a link within a frame, the page loads within that same 
frame. Sometimes it becomes necessary to load a linked page within another frame.

Attribute and Value Description

scrolling="yes" Tells the browser to display the scroll bars for the frame.

scrolling="no" Tells the browser never to display the scroll bars for the frame.

scrolling="auto" Tells the browser only to provide the scroll bars when necessary, 
based on the content of the frame. (This is the default for each frame.)

Table 10-1  Values of the scrolling Attribute



 

Before you can link to another frame, it must have a name. Earlier in this chapter, you 
learned how to use the name attribute with the frame tag to identify a frame by name:

<frameset cols="150,*"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" /> 
</frameset>

Once the frame has been given a name, you only need to add the target attribute to the link.

Targets
Imagine you have an HTML page for a frameset with two columns, called frameset_cols.html. 
The frames in this structure are named “links” on the left and “intro” on the right. When a user 
clicks the words “About Us” in the left frame, you want the “About Us” page to load in the 
right frame.

Accomplishing this task requires two steps.

 1. Make sure the frame is named (using the name attribute), as in <frame src="intro.html" 
name="intro" /> in the frameset HTML document.

 2. Then, in the HTML page containing the link, use the target attribute in the a tag to 
specify in which frame the link should load. For example, <a href="page3.html" 
target="intro">.

NOTE
This is different from all the other attributes discussed so far in this chapter because this 
requires editing the HTML pages within the frames, as opposed to the HTML page for 
the frameset.

To change the target window of the “About Us” link, you have to edit the HTML page 
containing that link. In this case, the page you edit is saved as links.html.

“links” “intro”
About Us



As shown in the illustration, add target="value", where value is the name you gave to 
the frame in which you want the link to load.

<a href="aboutus.html" target="intro">About Us</a>

This attribute would then cause the aboutus.html page to appear in the intro frame (the one on 
the right) instead of in the links frame.

There are also several standard frame names, each of which begins with an underscore ( _ ):

● target="_blank" causes a link to be opened in a new unnamed browser window.

● target="_self" causes a link to be opened in the same window that is currently 
being used.

● target="_top" causes a link to be opened in the full, original window, without any frames.

● target="_parent" causes a link to be opened in the frameset of the current frame, 
thereby removing the current set of frames (but leaving any other frames that may exist if 
the current set of frames is nested inside another one).

Base Targets
If you want all the links on this page to load in the intro frame, you can use the base tag to 
simplify things.

<head> 
    <title>Links</title> 
    <base target="intro"> 
</head>



 

The base tag goes between the opening and closing head tags, usually below the title 
tags, as shown in the preceding example. By using the target attribute in the base tag instead 
of the individual links, you can avoid typing target="intro" (or whatever the name of your 
frame was) after every single link on your page.

If you do want one link to load in a frame other than the one specified in your base tag, 
just add the target attribute to that individual link. A target attribute in the a tag overrides 
any in the base tag.

Nest Framesets
In the beginning of this chapter, I mentioned that with a single frameset an equal number of 
columns and rows must exist. If you want to create a frame structure with an irregular structure 
of columns and rows, you need to nest two or more framesets.

For example, in this case, you need to create two framesets. Frameset A contains two 
vertical columns, while frameset B contains two horizontal rows. While, initially, it may 
appear these could be contained in a single frameset, this isn’t possible because both of 
the columns (in frameset A) are located within a single row of frameset B. This cannot be 
accomplished with a single frameset.

The actual HTML for nested frames takes on the same structure as any other nested tags. 
First, think about the overall structure of the frameset and decide which one contains the other. 
In this case, we already established that frameset B—specifically, the first row in that frameset—
contains frameset A. The HTML is coded as such (see Figure 10-5 for a visual representation).

<frameset rows="*,50"> 
    <frameset cols="150,*"> 
        <frame src="links.html" name="links" /> 
        <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" /> 
    </frameset> 
    <frame src="banner.html" name="banner" noresize="noresize" /> 
</frameset>

This opens the outside frames 
in horizontal rows.

This is where the frame tag should be for the top frame. Because two 
columns are in that location, a nested frameset tag is here instead.

This identifies the page content 
for the left vertical frame.

This identifies the page content 
for the right vertical frame.

This closes the nested vertical frameset.

This closes the outside horizontal frameset.
This identifies the page content for the bottom horizontal 
frame and prohibits users from resizing it.

2 columns in
frameset A

2 rows in
frameset B



Instead of embedding another frameset here, as in the 
preceding example, that frameset is contained in its own 
HTML file and simply referenced here as a single frame.

You can easily become confused when you nest any tags, but it’s particularly confusing 
with frames. The most recently opened table must be closed first, so you work from the inside 
out. (Remember the semicircles that didn’t touch in Chapter 2?)

Another way to deal with irregularly shaped frames structures avoids nesting. In this 
technique, you reference another HTML file with frames, instead of embedding those frames 
in the current HTML file. For example, here’s how the previous code might be changed to 
avoid using nested framesets.

<frameset rows="*,50"> 
    <frame src="frameset-A.html" name="columns" /> 
    <frame src="banner.html" name="banner" noresize="noresize" /> 
</frameset>

If you used this HTML code instead of the nested frameset example, you also must create 
frameset-A.html to contain the frameset with columns. Here’s what the code contained in 
frameset-A.html looks like:

<frameset cols"150,*"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" /> 
</frameset>

Figure 10-5  You could use a nested frameset to create irregularly shaped frame structures.

frameset-A.html



 

Create Inline Frames
Sometimes you may want to include an entire web page within another one. While you can 
use the object tag to do this (as discussed in Chapter 7), HTML also enables you to use the 
iframe tag for the same purpose.

The biggest advantage of inline frames is their flexibility: they can be included anywhere on 
a web page, much like an image or multimedia component. For example, Amazon recommends 
using inline frames when displaying their ad banners on your web site. Figure 10-6 shows a web 
page from my web site using the following code to display the Amazon gift cards ad:

<iframe src="http://rcm.amazon.com/e/cm?t=willardesigns&o=1&p=42&l
=ur1&category=gift_certificates&banner=1F7G1NMTT9G02WG9ET02&f=ifr" 
width="234" height="60" scrolling="no" border="0" marginwidth="0" 
style="border:none;" frameborder="0">Amazon Ad</iframe>

TIP
You can also use style sheets to further format inline frames. You could use styles to 
adjust the frame’s borders, margins, and so on.

Figure 10-6  Inline frames can be a great way to easily include one page’s content inside of 
another.



Remember these additional things about inline frames:

● Include alternative text between the opening and closing iframe tags for browsers not 
supporting inline frames.

● Browsers that don’t support inline frames may launch a new browser window when 
loading the links that were supposed to load in the inline frame. This happens because that 
frame was given a name that doesn’t exist for browsers not supporting inline frames. When 
trying to load a link within a named frame it cannot find, the browser usually launches a 
new browser window, giving it that name.

● Attributes that can be used in the iframe tag include those listed in Table 10-2.

TIP
Most HTML tags can be used within the alternative text, but be wary of using the p 
tag there. In my testing, this tag caused the alternative text to be visible even in some 
browsers that do support inline frames—the text appeared next to the inline frame.

Accommodate Non-Frames-Capable Browsers
You need one final piece of information before you create HTML frames. Because some 
browsers don’t support frames, particularly those on handheld devices, you need to include 
alternative content for those unable to see the content of your frames. This is accomplished 
through use of the noframes tag.

Attribute and Value(s) Description

src="filename.html" Identifies the HTML page to be included.

name="frame name" Gives the frame a name so that links can be loaded into it.

width="#" Specifies a width for the frame in pixel dimensions.

height="#" Specifies a height for the frame in pixel dimensions.

marginwidth="#" Specifies the amount of blank space between the frame’s content 
and its horizontal borders.

marginheight=""#" Specifies the amount of blank space between the frame’s content 
and its vertical borders.

scrolling="value" Defines whether scroll bars are visible for the frame. Possible 
values are yes, no, and auto.

frameborder="#" Specifies whether the frame has a visible border. Possible values 
are 0 (turns the border off) and 1 (turns the border on).

Table 10-2  Attributes for the iframe Tag



 

Try This 10-1

NOTE
If you don’t include the noframes tag, those who visit your page using a non-frames-
capable browser will see only a blank page.

The noframes tag—placed in the HTML document after the frame tags, but before the 
closing frameset tag—is best used to link visitors to your individual HTML pages outside 
the frameset. For example, in the following code the noframes tag provides visitors with 
a link to an alternative HTML page containing all the important information from the frame 
documents.

<frameset cols="50%,50%"> 
    <frame src="links.html" name="links" /> 
    <frame src="intro.html" name="intro" /> 
    <noframes> 
<p>This site uses frames to display its content but, unfortunately, 
your Web browser is not capable of displaying frames. We have created 
an <a href="noframes.html">alternative page</a> with all the same 
content for you.</p> 
    </noframes> 
</frameset>

You can also add the noframes tag to regular HTML pages, particularly the ones you 
plan to load within a frames structure. The content of the noframes tag would then only be 
displayed when the page was not viewed within the context of a frameset.

NOTE
This is especially important for those coming to your web site from a search engine 
because most search engines index the pages referenced by the frames, as well as the 
frames document.

For example, if you have a web site where the links for the site were included in a second 
frame, visitors who viewed the content pages outside the frame wouldn’t see the links. By 
including those links within a noframes tag on every page of your web site, you can be 
assured all viewers will have access to the links, even if they view the pages without the frames.

  Creating a Basic Frameset
One common use of frames occurs when a site offers links to other web sites but also wants 
to provide the user with a hook, or a quick way to get back to the original page. This project 
walks you through the steps in creating just such a frameset for the Chop Point site. Goals for 
this project include

● Creating a basic frameset

● Formatting the frames within the frameset
(continued)
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NOTE
All the files needed to complete the projects in this book for Chop Point can be 
downloaded from www.wendywillard.com. In addition, you can view my version of 
the web site anytime by visiting www.choppoint.org. Those of you who aren’t using the 
Chop Point site can tailor the project to your particular needs.

 1. Open your text or HTML editor and create a new file entitled frameset.html.

 2. Type all the HTML tags needed for a basic frameset page containing two horizontal rows.

 3. Format the top frame to be 25 pixels tall and the second frame to take up the remaining space.

 4. Name the top frame “hook” and the bottom frame “links”.

 5. Set the margin height and width of the top frame each to have a value of 2.

 6. Use http://www.acacamps.org as the source for the top frame, to simulate how the 
page might display if a user really had clicked a link from the Chop Point page.

 7. Create a new page for the source of the top frame, called hook.html.

● Include all the HTML tags needed for a basic HTML page, as well as the following link:

< Return to the Chop Point Summer Camp Site

● The link should be directed toward the index.html page you created, and should load 
so as to fill the page and remove the frames.

● Give this page the background color of your choice, making sure your link color stands 
out against the background. Select whichever font style you prefer, making sure the 
text is small enough to fit in the space allowed without forcing a scroll bar.

 8. Include alternative text in the noframes tag of framset.html to link to the index.html page 
for non-frames-capable browsers.

 9. Save the files.

 10. Open your web browser and choose File | Open Page (or Open File or Open, depending on 
the browser you’re using). Locate the file frameset.html you just saved. Make sure the file 
appears as you intended.

 11. If you need to make changes, return to your text editor to do so. After making any changes, 
save the file, and then switch back to the browser. Choose Refresh or Reload to preview the 
changes you just made.

TIP
Does your screen appear blank? If so, check to make sure you closed your frameset 
tag (</frameset>

www.wendywillard.com
www.choppoint.org
http://www.acacamps.org


 

If you’re using the Chop Point site, you can compare your files to the following code and 
Figure 10-7.

frameset.html
<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Frameset//EN" 
"http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/frameset.dtd"> 
<html> 
<head> 
    <title>Links from the Chop Point Summer Camp</title> 
</head> 
<frameset rows="25,*"> 
    <frame src="hook.html" name="hook" marginheight="2" 
marginwidth="2" /> 
    <frame src="http://www.acacamps.org" name="links" /> 
    <noframes>Since your browser does not understand Web documents 
created with frames, please use our <a href="index.html">page without 
frames</a>.</noframes> 
</frameset> 
</html>

Figure 10-7  Sites commonly use hooks like this to provide users with a quick way back to the 
original page.

(continued)



hook.html
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN" 
"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/transitional.dtd"> 
<html> 
<head> 
    <title>Chop Point Hook</title> 
<style type="text/css"> 
body {background-color: yellow; 
      font-size: 10px; 
      font-family: verdana;} 
</style> 
</head> 
<body> 
&lt; Return to the <a href="index.html" target="_top">Chop Point 
Summer Camp</a> site 
</body> 
</html>

Frames can offer additional layout possibilities to web developers when used properly and 
with the web site user in mind. This project gave you practice creating a basic frameset for a 
hook bar, which is a typical use of frames on the Web.


